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The ruins of Torbay’s oldest remaining
man-made structure lie overlooking
the sea at Broadsands. Around 5,000
years old, it was built as a late stone
age or Neolithic burial chamber. It lies
on Private land. Further information
can be gained from Churston Library.
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GREENWAY
HOUSE
The present Greenway
House was built in the
late 18th century and
was often the residence
of the Lord of the Manor
(or Squire) of Galmpton,
now a National Trust
property.
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The VILLAGE NAME

S

ince Saxon days, up to the last war, Galmpton had been
predominantly a farming community. The name implies
a Saxon origin, probably about 700 A.D. It derives from
‘GAFOLSMAN’, old English meaning a ‘rent paying peasant’. ‘A rare
tenurial custom peculiar to Devon and Somerset’. It was a farm
divided into small-holdings. The last Saxon to hold GALMETONA
was GODA before RALPH de FEUGERES was presented with the
manor by William the Conqueror.
Domesday recorded GALMETONA as consisting of 2 hides of
ploughable land, 4 acres of pasture, 1 acre of meadow. The total
male population numbered 18.
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As roads improved during the 18th century, the mail
coaches clattered their way through Galmpton, on their
way from Exeter to Dartmouth, followed in the 19th
century by Brunel’s railway, still with us today, now as a
tourist line. In a previous time Elizabethan mariners, from
all over the Parish, wended their way to Dartmouth to
take ship with such men as Drake, Raleigh, Gilbert and
Davis, to explore the new world and participate in the
expanding trade of this great sea port of the past.
Today, the area retains its geographical importance
locally, as 21st century traffic problems often illustrate!
However, Churston Ferrers and Galmpton have become
relatively peaceful backwaters as locals and visitors alike,
make their way to various destinations in and around
Torbay, using the now, well worn 18th century turnpike,
the Paignton to Brixham main road.
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As Brixham grew, first as a sheltered haven under
Berry Head, with fleets replenishing water and victuals,
then as the mother port of British trawling, this area
provided man-power, produce from the land, and skilled
craftsmen for boat construction.
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The railway opened to
Churston Station, originally
known as ‘Brixham Road’,
on 14th March 1861
en-route to the Port of
Dartmouth (1864). Due
to Richard Harvey of
Greenway being very much
against the railway, an Act
of Parliament was created,
forcing the route to be
changed from bridging
the Dart at Greenway to
tunnelling under Greenway
and routing the line along
the Eastern bank of the
Dart to Kingswear. Since
then no bridge has been
allowed across the Dart
below Totnes.
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The Manors, later Parish, of Churston Ferrers with
Galmpton, have held a position of considerable strategic
importance within South Devon since Saxon times.
With the sheltered shores of Torbay to the East, and
the idyllic banks of the Dart to the West, the area has
controlled land access to Brixham, Kingswear and the
major overland route to Dartmouth for centuries past.
Galmpton Warborough (Churston Common) lies across
the main artery and since Saxon times has been the
assembly point for the area during times of threat. Today
that continuity remains with the Warborough as an
open Common, set aside for the recreation of all, within
easy reach of both sea and river.

By Victorian times the village had grown to consist of a nucleus
of three farms, farmworkers’ cottages (many newly built c.1870),
village shop and post office, smithy, and inns, bakery and cobblers; a
near self-sufficient community. Church attendance for the majority
meant a walk to Church at Churston.

Farming and fishing remain an important part of the
local economy but now invasions are more peaceful
with the invader carrying map, GPS and sun block and
searching for the natural beauty and history of our
countryside, coast and river.

Guide to

GALMPTON
VILLAGE TRAIL
AND HISTORY

!
e
c
n
a
l
g
a
at
£1

For many generations the lives of ordinary folk were associated
with the land and the seasons, with only miniscule changes taking
place. However, rare moments of nationally important drama did
touch their lives. July 1588 was such a time when the able-bodied
men mustered on the Common or as mariners, to play their part in
defending England from the dreaded Armada.
One hundred years later, November 1688, a wet month by all
accounts, villagers stood in awe and wonder as the army of William
of Orange passed by on their way to London.
As you walk the village and its surrounds, observe the last few
examples of once common thatch and the remaining apple trees,
especially in Springtime blossom or fruitful Autumn, trees that once
provided cider galore for consumption in the harvest field.

Working
together
www.savillsofgalmpton.co.uk

01803 842124

NEW LOCAL
DELIVERY SERVICE

HOME TO:
Sir Humphrey Gilbert of Greenway 1539 - 1583
www.galleonstores.co.uk

01803 842148

Galmpton Village Fresh
Foods Co-operative deliveEvrieens avaingilable

offering quality fresh produce from local farmers
and other suppliers, delivered to your door!

FREE delivery
on orders
over £30

To order, please email your requests to
galmptonvillagefreshfoodscoop@hotmail.com

Took possession of Newfoundland in 1583,
England’s first possession in the Americas.
Agatha Christie (Mallowan) 1890 - 1976
Greenway House & garden purchased in 1938 and used as her
holiday home following the war. Sold on to her daughter
Rosalind Hicks in 1959.
Robert Graves 1895 - 1985
Author & poet who resided at Vale Farm during the war years 1940 - 46.
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